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U-boats of WWI 
olin Tabeart, APR, FSPH 
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Early German boats 


Starting 5 years behind UK Germany's 1% U-boat was impressive. 
238/283 tons, still only 1 torpedo tube, crew of 22. 
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U-3 launched only 2 
years later was 
421/510 tons, 2 bow 
and 2 stern torpedo 
tubes and 4” gun, 
crew of 35 


Unterseeboot U 3 im Sturm. GH 





Essential Tools 


To study WW] U-boat covers you need: 


Postal markings of the German U-boats 
WW І, by John Leathes, FPHS 1997 


Deutsche Marine Schiffspost 1914-1918, by 
Clausen 


http://www.uboat.net/ - great website 


WW 1 U-Boats — flotilla locations 
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‘e 1 U-Flotille, Pola 
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Training - mainly in the Baltic — safer from British forces 
U-Kreuzers at Kiel — very long distance boats with heavy 
deck guns — 2 x 5.5 inch common - plus torpedoes. 
Flanders Flotilla — largely minelayers — deadly in № Sea, 
but huge losses. Need to neutralise led to Zeebrugge Raid 
Adriatic Flotillas — formed initially to counter-attack 
Allied forces at Gallipoli. Then went on to decimate allied 
shipping in the Mediterranean 

Black Sea Flotilla — small boats shipped overland in 
sections and re-assembled in Turkey. 

Operational flotillas 1 to 5 conducted the 1% Battle of the 
Atlantic + severely hampered RN operations in N Sea 


Early boats — U-9 


[7-9 was ап ocean- 
going submarine of 
493/611 tons, range 
3,900 miles, crew of 


35, with 2 bow & 2 
stern torpedo tubes and 
М - 
a 4" gun. Similar to the S E НӘРЕ _ 
British “D” class. -= Moukari Hogue, лал а, cl 
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Under her CO Kap Lt Otto Weddigen, she conducted 7 war 
patrols, sinking 14 merchant ships of 9715 tons and 4 
warships, including the British cruisers Cressy, Hogue and 
Aboukir in one day, winning Weddigen the Blue Max 


The Blue Max 


x Ft: Germany's highest 
н, АИИ decoration in WW] was the 
coveted "Pour le Merité", 
known as the Blue Max. 
Recipients previously had to 
be holders of the Iron Cross 
1% and 2" class. 


The first Blue Max recipient 
was Klt Otto Weddigen for 
his exploits 1n U-9 





How to Identify a U-boat cover 


Most German naval units in WW] had a Briefstempel or a 
Schiffspost Number that in the case of submarines identified 
the Flotilla, or a specific base. These are explained by Leathes — 
see "Essential Tools" slide No 3 


Very rarely the actual U-boat was identified in the briefstempel, 
as 1n the case of U-20, shown later. 


Sometimes the sender wrote the address of his boat on the 
postcard or back of the envelope. U-boat letters were not 
censored, which 15 often useful. 


Examples from Leathes 


‘Kassenver waiting: 
der Ш, U. Fl оше. 


В: М : ics SOA e. 


A or sitis тосын 
0 dafs we shares Emden. | 





Official Cachet . MarineSchiffPost ` Briefstempel 


Very rarely an official cachet may be found. 
Marine Schiffspost Numbers are relatively common, 204 here 1s 
for the Adriatic flotilla at Pola. 
The Briefstempel for the 2"¢ U-boat Half flotilla is self- 


explanatory. 


The Training Organisation 


* The training organisation was based at Kiel. 
It was very large to cater for the massively 
expanding U-boat arm. 

e The Unterseeboots Abteilung ran the two 
training flotillas, the depot ships, and the 
rescue ship Vulkan. 


Card from Kiel 20 July 1916 


with Briefstempel of the Kommando der 
Unterseeboots-Abteillung 





Ihe I* Flotilla 


* The next slide shows a 9 April 1916 card 
from U-45 showing Marine Schiffspost 
Nummer 145 of the 1% flotilla. 


* U-45 was one of a class of 8 boats — 5 sunk 
in the war and one destroyed when Pola was 
evacuated. She sank 27 ships before being 
sunk on 12 Sep 1917 by British submarine 
D7 off М Ireland. 43 crew lost, 2 survivors. 


From U-45 showing MSP 145 


W ohlfahrtskarte ЕТ b= Pp e. [o Endorsed SMS 
f اکب‎ 


. der Sammlung zur Ппёегѕёйбипа der AN с SK : | 
Kriegs-Invaliden der Kaiserlichen Marine, Berlin. лл Da 





| | | ESEN ec 99 
Ss Vorgeschr. Verkaufspreis 10 Pfennig, Abgabe 3 Pf. Fo MES CR КА х eo V «— “U45 by the sender 
: | > t | 


Unterseeboot in voller Fahrt. 


Verlagsanstalt Bu ntdruck С, m. b. H., Berlin. 


20 UP 





The 2" Flotilla at Wilhelmshaven 


e June 1916 from U-45, with MSP No 407 of the depot ship 
Irene, the boat having changed from 1% to 2" flotilla. 
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1915 card from U-20 314 Flotilla Emden 


One of only two boats to 
show their name in the 
3 Va briefstempel. 
| [7-20 under Kap Lt 
| Walther Schweiger sank 
37 ships including the 
Lusitania. 







Schweiger was awarded 

the famous “Blue Max" 

and the Iron Cross 1% & 
2"d Class. 





4t Flotilla Emden 


From Lt-zur-See Nordmann to his mother 1n 


Darmstadt. 


One of un wis U-boat officers to survive WW] 
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Another from Nordmann in U-82 
with KONTROLLE 1 censorship stamp — very unusual 





Covers TO U-boats are less common. Oct 1917 card 
to a sailor in U-70 of the 4" flotilla at Emden. 
The boat survived the war, probably why this card also did 
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The UC boats - Minelayers 
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Over 100 specialist mine laying boats were built. 
Generally smaller than the ocean-going boats they 
packed a formidable punch. Usually 18 mines could be 
laid and they also carried a 3.4" gun and had 3 torpedo 
tubes. They operated primarily in the North Sea and their 
mines were extremely effective. 
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The Flanders Flotilla - the “Sisters of Sorrow" 


Less than 3 months after writing this to his mother, Seaman Eichoff died 
when UC26 was rammed off the Thames Estuary — 2 survivors only. 
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German submarines were initially deployed to 
the Mediterranean to harass French and 
British forces attacking the Dardanelles. 


U-21, Kap Lt Hersing, was the first 
boat out. Within a week he had 
sunk two British battleships, one of 
which had been shielded by her 
anti-torpedo netting, which clearly 
did not work - the torpedo passed 
straight through the netting. 
The boats were based at the 
Austrian Adriatic ports of Pola and 
Cattaro and caused huge damage. 





U35 — most successful submarine ever. 


sank 224 ships 1n Mediterranean, of which 
194, totalling 454,000 tons, were under the command of 
Lothar von Arnaud de la Perriere, the most successful 
submarine CO of all time, all wars. 
Awarded the Iron Cross 1% and 2" class, and the coveted 
“Blue Max" - “Pour le Merite" — one of only a handful of 
U-Boat commanders so honoured. 
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1918 card from U-35 
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MSP 204 - U-Boat Flotilla at Pola 


* Oct 1918 from UC-27. This little hornet sank 60 
ships ın all Bi mine and Torpedo: survived the war. 
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Austrian U-boats. U-4 
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The Austrian Navy had a small but efficient submarine force operating 
from their bases at Cattaro and Pola in the Adriatic. They caused the 
Italian Navy significant problems. U-4 sank 15 merchant ships and an 
Italian heavy cruiser. U-5 was commanded by von Trapp. 


U-boats 1n the Black Sea 


Some U-boats were based at Varna 


Their mail was generally processed via the 
depot ship General based at Constantinople, 
which used MSP 14 

General also processed mail for other 
German military forces 1n the region, so 
submarine mail can only be identified 1f 
annotated by a sender. 


U-boat examples are rare. 


March 1917 card via MSP 14 


Not necessarily from a U-boat. / 
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Commercial U-Boats 
Deutschland & Bremen. 


Two large submarines were completed in 1916 to ferry essential war 
supplies from the USA. Bremen was lost on her first voyage. 
Deutschland completed two commercial voyages. Her third voyage 
was to have carried public mails, but was cancelled due to worsening 
political situation. The submarine postal surcharge was returned to 
senders on application. 

Deutschland and the other sister boats building were converted to 
long-range U-Cruisers, forming a flotilla of 7 boats based at Kiel. 
Armed with torpedoes and two huge 5.5 inch deck guns they had the 
range to cross the Atlantic and back, or attack N Russian ports such as 
Archangel. 


The cancelled mail trip by Deutschland 
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Briefstempel of the SMS Deutschland, depot 
"m of the U-cruiser flotilla 
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A Willy Stower painting of a U-cruiser 
bombarding Alexandrowsk 


Card 
endorsed 


"Souvenir 
picked up 
on 
battlefield 
Атта$ 


19177 





МіпеЈауег UC-5 captured 


C-5 ran aground in N Sea April 1916 & was captured. Rare event 
seized on gleefully by the propaganda machine. Shown here with 
White Ensign above the German flag, British ratings on the casing. 
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POW Mail. U-103 — rammed & sunk by the 
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Prisoners of War. 


(Pat. 2333/15). 
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White Star liner Olympic 


Very few personnel 
escaped from submarines 
that were sunk — those 
from U-103 were luckier 
than most. Sunk 12 May 
1918, the only U-boat 
sunk by a merchant ship, 


3] survivors. 
POW letter card from 
Petty Officer Paul 
Wadewitz 


Surrender of the U-boats 
UB-95 at Harwich 








German and British ratings on the casing. Note the washing 
hanging on the jumping wire — the only way to dry clothes 1n a 
submarine unless the diesels were running. 


Surrendered boats. Cover to UC-59 


British submariners were appointed to the captured boats. 
some were dispersed around UK ports as here at Hull 





The Home Front 






_ —— “Business As Usual in 

spite of German 

Submarines and 
Zeppelins." 


TIS 


nes & Zeppelini 


It is difficult to 1magine 
a U-boat coming up the 
River Ouse to Littleport 
in the fens, but the 
zeppelins did fly over on 
their way to London. 
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The End 


statistics vary, but a generally accepted one 1s 

that Germany sent 375 operational U-boats on 

patrol in WWI, of which 202 were lost. Very 
few men survive sinking submarines. 


The Flanders Flotilla reportedly lost 80% of 
Its personnel. 


